TESTAMENTARY SYSTEM.
C H A P IX.

Accounts of adminiftration, and the conduft of executors and adnrnnifirators, relative
to paying and colletiing debts. |

1. VERY executor or adminiftrator {hall, within fifteen calendar months
-after the date of his or her letters, return to the court which granted
them a full account of his ar her adminiftration ;. provided neverthelefs, that if
the faid party thall, within four caléndar months after the faid date, make oath,
(or affirmation, -as the cafe may require,) that he or fhe hath redfon to appre-
hend, and doth apprehend, that the perfonal eftate dnd affets which are or fhall
be in his or her hands, will be infufficient to difcharge the ‘juft debts of, ‘and
claims again®, the deceafed, the court may, at difcretion, allow a further.time,
not exceeding eighteen calendar months in the whole, from the faid 'date, "for
returning the faid account. - S

2.- The orphans court.granting, the letters thall have pawer to make allowance.
to any:colledtor, .executor or admipiftrator, for property of the deceafed which
hath perithed, or been loft, without the fault of the party ;" and no profit fhall’
be made, and no lofs: fhall be fuftained, by an.executor or adminiftrator, in the
increafe or decreafe of the efftate under his management; but the executor or ad-
miniftrator thall return an inventory, and account for fuch: increafe, and may be
allowed for fuch decreafe, on.the fettlement of .the final or other account,

3. In cafe any executor o adminiftrator (hall not have money fufficiént o dif-
charge the juft debts of, and claims againft, the deceafed, the orphans court
granting the letters fhall, on his application, made after the return of an in-
ventory, diret a fale of the whole property thercin contained, or of fuch part,
or to fuch amount,. as the court may think proper, and the court thall dite@® the
manner and terms of fale; provided, that no credit exceeding fix months be
given, in any cafe, and that no credit be given where the price of the articlé
thall :.be under three. hundred dollars, and that, where credit is given, bond,
with fecurity, (if neceffary,) fhall be taken; the court {hall have power, at
diﬁ:re%::,, to .ratify or fet afide fuch fale, and no fuch fale thall be valid, nor
thall the exceutor or adminiftrator deliver the property fold, (unlefs at his own
rifk,) until after the ratification ; and fales for ready money thall be underftood
ta be for money to be paid on the courts ratifying the fale, and not before; thd
executor or adminiftator {hall make his report of any fale, by him made, as foon
as conveniently may be, and for default thereof, fhall be fubject to attachment,
at the inftance of any perfon interefted, and to a fine not exceeding thirty dollars,
or to have his bond put in fuit. ‘

a. If any of the perfons principally interefted in the adminiftration fhall no-
tify his or her approbation of a fale, fo reported, the court, at difcretion, may
cither immediately ratify the fame, or limit a time; not exceeding three weeks,
for making objetions thereto; and in all cafes where fuch approbation fhall not
have been given, the court fhall limit a time for making objecions thereto, not
exceeding fix weeks, and dire@ notice thereof to be given, as foom as conve-
niently may be, by advertifement, or to be ferved on fome principal -perfon or
perfons interefted as aforefaid ; and even after the time fhall have elapfed;. with-
out any objection mdle, and proof of notice fhall have been made, the court
fhall have power, in cafe it fhall fufpet any fraud, collufion, connivance or
improper management, to affe@ the faid fale, or that it was unfeafonably made,
or’ thl‘:lt the property was fold much under its value; to fet it afide; and dire& a
new fale, SO

3. The faid court fhall have éowér to direct a fale, as aforefaid, in cafe it thall
deem a falc advantageous for the perfons interefted in the adminiftration, eithec
ex officio, or on application of any of the faid perfons.

6. Executors and adminiftrators (hall have full power and authority to com.
menee aod prolecute any perfonal action whatever, at law, of in equity, (as the
" cafe




